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Surveyor and labor.

Material and ma-
chinery.

Material.

Procedure for con
demnation.

widen, grade or otherwise change any puhlic road or any part of

the same, or to cause the same to be done, where in their judg-

ment such location, re-location or change as aforesaid will prove

advantageous to public travel, and may employ a competent sur-

veyor and other necessary labor to aid them in doing said work

;

and for the purpose of laying out. locating, relocating, widening,

changing, opening up, constructing and working any public road

within their said townships, said board of township road com-

missioners shall have power and authority to employ all necessary

labor and fix the compensation of the same and buy all material

and machinery found by them to be necessary, and draw orders

on the Treasurer of Richmond County as hereinafter provided for

Entrance on lands. Said road funds ; and said township road commissioners or any

one acting under their authority, by their direction or under their

supervision, [may] enter upon the lands of any i)erson situate in

said township and proceed to open, build and construct or^ change a

public road, and may use stone, earth, timber or any necessary

material contiguous to said road for opening, constructing, chang-

ing and working said road. That when any person or persons on

whose land the new road or part of a road is to be located, or an

old road to be widened, changed or extended, claims damages

therefor in excess of what the township road commissioners may
deem just and offer to pay. and shall within thirty days petition

said township road commissioners for a jury to assess the dam-

ages, the said commissioners, within not less than fifteen nor more

than sixty days after the completion of said road, order a jury of

five -freeholders who are residents of said township, none of whom
shall be related to the person claiming damage, to be summoned
by the sheriff of the county or the constable of the township, on a

notice issued by the said board of township road commissioners,

to meet and assess the damages, if any, sustained by the owner

of the land, which said jury, after being duly sworn to impartially

assess the damages, shall forthwith proceed to assess the same

and make their report to the next regular or called session of the

said commissioners. That said jury, in considering the question

of damages, shall take into consideration the benefits to the owner

of the land by such road or change of the same, and if the said

benefits be considered equal with the damage sustained the jury

shall so declare, but if the damage exceeds the benefits they shall

declare the amount thereof. The officer making the service shall

serve a copy of the s^immons on each fi-eeholder sunnnoned for a

juror. The damages, if any are awarded, shall be paid out of

the road funds of the said township by order of the township road

commissioners. In case either party interested shall be dissatis-

fied with the finding of the jurors such dissatisfied party may
appeal to the Superior Court of the county of Richmond, and an

appeal taken by either party may be taken without bond, and the

same shall be heard de novo: but the judge may in his discretion

Appeal without
bond.


